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thereof during the last year.1 Presumably he refers to the
motives that prompted Wilson.

The opinion that the United States themselves killed
the League by the bad obstetrics at the time of birth if not
by abandoning their child by the wayside, has perhaps
provoked this obviously unstatesmanlike and demagogic
pronouncement. The trouble in the world is that chats
that are meant to help the middle West digest its dinner,
are cabled to the breakfast tables of Europe, and count as
diplomacy. In the days of less open diplomacy, these views
remained within the four walls of the bathroom and did a
little less harm.

That also, however, is by the way. To see that without
an effective League, the West must fall to chaos, let us glance
at the road to Locarno, and see how that Treaty re-sets the
framework of the new civilization to which a league is
essential.

THE ROAD TO  LOCARNO

The story of the League and its high endeavours, how-
ever well known to us in general, may conveniently be
outlined. Is it commonplace to remark that the Treaty
of Versailles that was drawn up when all the victors were
bent on 'squeezing Germany till the pips squeaked*; on
meting out punishment to the conquered; not the measures
which the vanquished in war may naturally have to undergo,
but definite punishment for the infamous manner in which
they had all allowed their troops to behave. The senuous
impressions of the battlefield were vividly before them.

France realised, however, that her ancient enemy,
crushed under heel at last, was bound to become again a
relentless enemy seeking revanche as eagerly as France bad
done, and that in the long run the more numerous popula-
tion would prevail. Therefore to France a League of Nations
which really meant something was very much to be desired,
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